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Award-winning building designer Melanie Symington from Seaside Homes
was struggling to find an office space truly reflective of her style as a building
designer. Yet the perfect solution was literally on her doorstep.
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fter months of investigating
potential new office space,
Melanie was (almost) ready to
give up: “Creative commercial
spaces that align with the particular style
of a building designer are not easy to
find,” she says.
Around that time, Melanie and her
husband Carl were having a discussion
about the effort involved in maintaining
the large pool they had installed at their
Hamptons style home on the shores of
Lake Macquarie when their children were
young. It was featured in Hunter & Coastal
Lifestyle Magazine several years ago and
was a favourite with readers at the time.
“I realized that with some careful
scaling I could create the perfect office
in my own garden. The ideal I had been
chasing was a north facing space with
water views, which is exactly what I
achieved,” she says with a smile.
As with most waterfront properties,
the home is positioned close to the water
creating garden space between the
roadside entrance and the residence and
allowing for perfect separation between
the professional and private spaces.
The 36m² cottage with two rooms and
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Clockwise from the top: antique French oak flooring connects the different spaces; Melanie’s work
space has plenty of natural light; the Hamptons style main home.

a powder room was designed with its
current as well as potential future uses
in mind. Melanie has her own separate
office with the second room used as a
meeting area or work space for her staff.
Plumbing has been installed to allow
for a kitchenette so the cottage can
be transformed into a one bedroom
apartment in the future. Doorways
and floor levels have been carefully

considered for accessibility. Melanie had
incorporated quite a few small structures
like this one into previous projects.
“As a community we seem to be
realising the value of home based,
independent work spaces, particularly
those that have the potential to operate as
small residences at a later time,” she says.
It was critical that the new structure
match the unique architectural style of w
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THE EXPERTS
Melanie Symington from Seaside Homes is a
multi-award winning building designer.
02 4976 3413
www.seasidehomesdesign.com.au/
Langford Windows expertly manufactured and
installed all windows and doors in the cottage.
02 4953 5000, Langfordwindows.com.au/
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the residence as its location at the entry
to the property made it very prominent.
“I wanted the new building to feel
almost like a gatekeeper’s cottage, giving
a taste of the style of the main residence.”
The finishes for the office were very
important as Melanie would be meeting
with her clients in this space.
“There were some items that I was
very particular about, primarily the
antique French oak flooring, wide cornice
and Vantage Magnum style windows and
doors with Federation bars. I often say to
my clients that not everything in a space
needs to be a feature item. Just pick
some special pieces and let them shine”.
As is often the case when building
work starts on a site, a little bit of “scope
creep” came into play too. Whilst Melanie
and Carl’s son Nick, a carpenter, was
available they decided to add another
element to the build.
Two of the four bedrooms in the
home have balconies overlooking the
lake. By extending one of the remaining
first floor rooms out over the deck space
to the side of the home, they were able
to create a large suite for Nick and a
generous, covered entertaining space on
the deck that can easily accommodate
the Symington Family Christmas lunch
for 25 people.
Extending onto a home with such a
unique architectural style needs to be
handled carefully. Fortunately, when
the owner is a National Design Award
winning building designer, the project is
in safe hands.
“I love this home and am confident it
will continue to be one of the enduring
residences recognisable from the water
for many decades to come,” Melanie says
with a big smile. ¯

L S PA C
ES ∙

From the top: there was still enough space left
at the back of the cottage for a plunge pool;
the undercover entertaining area was added by
extending the first floor of the main home.

Investing for the long term
Could building a granny flat be a great investment as well as a comfortable place to live?
With the right moves and some clever decisions, Rowan Parker thinks it is.
Story by Cornelia Schulze, photography by Troy Adams Photography
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owan Parker is not only Master
Builders’ 2019 Young Builder
of the Year, he also won the
Master Builders’ award for Best
Granny Flat with this bijou and beautiful
abode in Boolaroo. “This granny flat is
definitely more expensive than usual,”
Rowan admits, “but the floorplan, the
finishes and the amenities are top notch.”
Rowan says this kind of build requires an
investment of 180,000 Dollars – about
$30,000 more than your average granny
flat. “But it’s absolutely worth it,” he tells
us. “You put in a bit more at the beginning,
but you’ll be much better off in the long
run.”
He is renting the granny flat to a
young couple. “They see this as a great

opportunity to have their first home
together and move from their parents’
houses with a pretty low rent to pay,” says
Rowan, who charges a rental of $450 a
week.

It’s in the planning
The external boundaries of the build
encompass 60 square metres, the
maximum allowed to still be eligible for
a Complying Development Certificate
(CDC). Getting a CDC is easier than going
through a full Development Approval
process and will usually take just a few
weeks. There are other requirements
too, such as minimum property size (450
sqm), residential zoning and keeping

minimum distances from the property
boundaries. The secret is to make sure
you tick all these boxes before embarking
on further market research.
Rowan’s granny flat sits at the back
of a freestanding family home, behind
a timber gate that provides optimal
privacy. The simplicity of the design is
striking and stunning at the same time. A
stylish timber daybed beckons outside. “I
designed that myself and made sure you
could watch TV from it,” smiles Rowan.

Desirable designs
The open plan kitchen/living/dining area
leaves nothing to be desired. It has a
built-in dining table, custom matte black w
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